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Friday 4™ April
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Thursday 24th April
ANZAC School Service at
12:15pm

Friday 25th April

Check our website
for more dates.

Dear Families,

What a great term of learning we have had at Wallan
Primary School. The students have completed their TEAM
(Together Everyone Achieves More) unit to set them up for
success for the year with a clear understanding of our
school expectations, school values and SWPBS (School Wide
Positive Behaviour) matrix. Our focus on ‘circles’ as part of
Real Schools has been very beneficial for all students and
we have seen the positive impact across the school.

Our Year 6 leaders have stepped up and are working as a
community of learners who are supporting each other and
their teachers each day. We are extremely proud of our Year
6 cohort as we have received so much positive feedback
from external presenters who have worked with our Year 6
students across the term for various incursions and
excursions. The respect and maturity they have shown as a
group when leading their foundation buddies this year in
their sessions have been exceptional. Great work year 6!

On that note, the amount of positive feedback we have
received across the school when our students have been
working with external presenters or attending excursions
has also been of high quality. Again thank you students
and teachers for your hard work around setting
expectations. We have had a focus on transitions in the
school during term 1, for example how we move between
classes, through the school, from the floor to our tables and
we thank our students and teachers for their work on this
as we have seen a good response.

School returns on Tuesday 22nd April due to the Easter
Monday public holiday. There are normal school days on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of week one then a
public holiday on Friday for ANZAC Day.
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We are always collecting feedback and listening out to see what we can improve on
and also celebrate with stoff. The students are why our staff do what they do each
and every day, our phrase is ‘...because they're worth it/

Every year at this time we complete a Parent/Carer survey. Here is the link. Please
take o few minutes to provide us with feedback. We cannot improve if we are not
aware, but also our staff deserve recognition for the hard work they
put in every day so celebrate them as well. Thank you.

We will hold our annual whole school ANZAC Day service on Thursday
24th April ot 1215 pm. Families are welcome to attend. ANZRC DRY
On Friday 25th April we invite all students and student leaders to meet A6 e Borget
near McDonalds in Wallan to participate in the ANZAC RSL march

down the Main Street of Wallan. We usually meet at 8:30 am for a 9:00 om service
however we will confirm the time next term. If your child attends please ensure they
wear their school uniform. The more students we have to represent our school the
better and the more our students learn about the ANZACs and what they sacrificed
is also just as important. Students will walk down the main street and attend the
service which usually goes for 45 minutes. Students must be supervised by a
parent/guardiaon on this day.

Our 2025 School Council met in March to vote for our president, vice president and
treasurer. Our school council members have been provided with official training for
the school council and around the Child Safe Standards.

We also have created our subcommittees for 2025. If you are interested in being part
of our Family and Friends Committee please contact the office so they can pass your
details on to our FAF Leaders. Our major school council roles for 2025 are:

Liarna Talarico - School Council President
Simone Morrison - School Council Vice President
Melissa Ackehurst - Treasurer

We say farewell to Jessica Phoenix at the end of this week. Jessica has
been at our school for the past few years as a Year 2 teacher and then
as our Year Foundation to Year 2 visual arts teacher. The passion for the
children and the art displays that we see are wonderful with a strong
connection to sustainability. Thank you for your time ot WPS Jessica
and we wish you well on the next steps in your journey.

Kind regards,
Tanya Kirkright - Principal

DO YOUR BEST ¥ HELP OTHERS SUCCEED ¢ RESPECT YOUR ENVIRONMENT ¥


https://forms.gle/RWmJ1RbNipMLWvVRA
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You may have noticed that our Website has been undergoing an upgrade with official
documentation, photos and news articles. Please continue to check out our website as you
will see new sections added early next term.

A new Primary School is opening up in Wallan in 2026. Parents and Carers can refer to the
Find My School webpage to see how the new school is zoned.

We have had many questions about what this looks like. More information will begin to be
available in the coming terms. However, what we can clarify at this stage is..

e If you live in the Wallon East zone and currently attend Wallan PS you do not have
to move to Wallan East you can choose to stay at Wallan PS for the remainder of
your schooling.

e If you have a Foundation student starting in 2026 and you live in the Wallan East
PS zone and you have a sibling enrolled in Wallan PS in 2026 you can enrol your
Foundation student ot Wallan PS if you choose.

e If you live in the Wallon East zone and are planning to complete an enrolment
application (when they are available) please let us know as this will impact our 2026
planning.

e [f you want to attend Wallan PS in 2026 and do not live in our zone you can
complete the enrollment application and we will work through the Department
process to see if you can be accepted in line with the Department timeline.

Information for parents and carers can also be found here:
e Starting school

Enrolling in school.

Enrolment frequently asked guestions.

Current year 6 students will receive transition information early in Term 2. In this pack, you
will be given a timeline for your Secondary College application so you are aware of what
needs to be completed and by when. There is also a new Secondary College opening in
Kalkallo in 2026, please check the zones on www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au

Thank you to our local businesses and emergency services for supporting our Year 1
cohort. We completed their inquiry unit in Term 1 which culminated with our series of ‘Walks
around Wallan. This included visits to the local Emergency services such as the police
station. The students also got to visit the local shops and purchase an item ot the
Opportunity Shop as well as a visit to McDonalds to purchase an ice cream! Real-life
learning at its best.

DO YOUR BEST ¥ HELP OTHERS SUCCEED ¢ RESPECT YOUR ENVIRONMENT ¥


https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/starting-school
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/parents/Enrolment-Frequently-asked-questions.pdf
http://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au
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Our Year 3 Cohort visited Scienceworks in the final weeks of term to celebrate their Term 1
unit of learning. Students attended a science show and participated in several experiments.
They also got to look at the different areas within Scienceworks. One of their favourites was
the sports science section where students completed some physical tests/experiences as
well as got a chance to see what it is like to compete in a wheelchair.

On Wednesday 2nd of April, we ran our annual House Cross Country sports. All our
students in Foundation to Year 2 ran a track on our school site ‘cross country which
involved up and down hills, around the trees and through the sand pit! Our Year 3-6
students completed a run outside our school boundary with the support of volunteers
supervising the track. Thank you to our family and friends volunteers!

We unveiled our new house flags and we thank all the families for supporting their child/ren
to dress for the occasion. Some families even printed new T-shirts with our animals
featured. Thank you to our stoff for also participating in the event with supervision and
even some members walking or running the track in their tutus and clown wigs! The
students were the stars of the day. Their persistence and determination shone through. All
students received a ribbon with the top three in Years 3-6 awarded a medal for 1Ist, 2nd and
3rd. We will also have a select number go through to compete in Term 2 against other
schools. As usual, our local police visited our whole school event to chat with the students
and even join them for the run, which was impressive. One of our younger students decided
to award the police members with a ribbon. Thank you to our PE teom for setting up the
event and to Leah Stacey for all her coordination and organisation.

DO YOUR BEST ¥ HELP OTHERS SUCCEED ¢ RESPECT YOUR ENVIRONMENT ¥
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THANK YOU FOR ALL
THE EASTER DONATIONS
FOR OUR RAFFLE.
PRIZES WILL BE DRAWN
AT OUR FINAL TERM ASSEMBLY.
| WONDER WHO WILL WIN?

Have you got tickets? See Compass.

DO YOUR BEST ¥ HELP OTHERS SUCCEED ¢ RESPECT YOUR ENVIRONMENT ¥
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On Tuesday 25th March, we have Mitch Tambo returning. Mitch Tambo,
celebrated as one of Australias most unique and dynamic First Nations
entertainers, has earned recognition as "the new voice of our generation.”

In 2024 we ran a concert for our Year 3-6 students and a yarning circle for
our student leaders. In 2025 we have decided to invite all staff and students
from F - Year 2 to a one-hour concert and learning session. We then have a
yarning circle for our older First Nations students and a cultural education
session for our student leaders. Mitch is also running a staff PL after
school.

DO YOUR BEST ¥ HELP OTHERS SUCCEED ¢ RESPECT YOUR ENVIRONMENT ¥
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Our Annual ‘Bravehearts’ visit occurred in Term 1 for all our

students in Foundation to Year 2. Bravehearts Ditto's Keep

Safe Adventure Show is underpinned by the below principles

of personal safety. An evaluation of the Ditto Show suggests

that teaching young children these principles can help to

increase resilience and reduce the risk of child sexual abuse,

as well as other forms of abuse including family violence and

bullying.

Differentiating safe and unsafe feelings

Recognising the body's warning signs

Body ownership and that it is ok to say no

Helping children name public and private parts using anatomically correct names
Reinforcing that there is no secret that children cannot tell someone
What to do if you feel unsafe or unsure

These personal safety principles are distilled into three easy-to-remember ‘rules’ that are
reinforced throughout the Show. ‘Ditto’s 3 Rules’ are:

e We all have the right to feel safe with people.

e It's ok to say NO if you feel unsafe or unsure.

e Nothing is so yucky that you can't tell someone about it.

DO YOUR BEST ¥ HELP OTHERS SUCCEED ¢ RESPECT YOUR ENVIRONMENT ¥


https://bravehearts.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Dittos-Keep-Safe-Adventure_Research-Summary-Report.pdf
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DO YOUR BEST ¥ HELP OTHERS SUCCEED ¢ RESPECT YOUR ENVIRONMENT ¥



