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School  
Dates: 

   
 
 
Friday 19th 
December - Last day 
for 2025 1:15 pm 
 
2026 
Office Opens 
Tuesday, 27th 
January at 11:00 am 
 
Year 1 - 6 Starts on 
Wednesday 28th 
January 
 
Foundation starts on 
Thursday, 29th or 
Friday, 30th January. 
See your email. 
 
No Wednesdays in 
February for 
Foundation students. 
 
​
 

Check our website 
for more dates, and 
on the last page of 
this newsletter for 

2026 dates! 
 

Dear Families, 

Thank You to Our Community 

Thank you to our wonderful school community for your support 
throughout 2025. We are incredibly proud of the growth we have 
seen across wellbeing, teaching and learning, and academic 
outcomes. We look forward to building on these successes and are 
excited for what 2026 will bring.  

A heartfelt thank you also to our staff for their commitment, care 
and collaboration. In particular, I would like to acknowledge our 
Assistant Principals, Tracey Nihill and Ben Jewell, for the 
significant time, dedication and work that happens behind the 
scenes to support me and to lead our school community so 
effectively. We look forward to continuing this journey together in 
2026 and beyond. 

We wish all families whose time with our school is coming to an 
end every happiness as they farewell primary school, as well as 
our students moving on to secondary school. We encourage you 
to take every opportunity that comes your way as you begin this 
exciting next chapter. 

Each year, we also support students who move to other schools 
due to family circumstances and changing needs. In 2026, this 
includes students transitioning to the newly opened Muyan 
Primary School within our community. We wish all students and 
families the very best in their transition and look forward to 
continuing our strong connection with Mooyan Primary School as 
part of our network. 

Foundation to Year 2 Christmas Concert 
Our Foundation to Year 2 Christmas Concert was a wonderful way 
to end the year. The students sang and performed beautifully, and 
it was great to see how confident they have become. 
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REMINDER:  
MAJOR  

ROAD WORKS IN 
WALLAN IN 2026. 

 
PLEASE CHECK 
COMPASS FOR 

MORE 
INFORMATION.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A huge thank you to Emma Conely for all 
her work in Performing Arts this term in 
preparing the students, and to the 
classroom teachers for supporting the 
event. 

It was also lovely to have other year levels 
come along to watch, and to see so many 
families and community members join us, 
many dressed in festive colours, which 
added to the fun. 

It was a great event once again, and we 
are very proud of all the students involved.  

Grade 6 Graduation 
It was a great evening on Monday as we came together to 
celebrate our Grade 6 Graduation. Our students participated in a 
memorable event that recognised their achievements and marked 
an important milestone in their schooling. A big thank you to Bree 
Taylor for coordinating the evening and to the entire Year 6 team 
for their hard work in bringing it all together. 

Students began the night by sharing dinner before joining their 
families for the formal presentation. During the ceremony, 
students received their awards and graduation certificates and 
performed their choreographed dance. 

I was honoured to choreograph the start of the dance and thank 
Taryn, one of our education support members, for supporting the 
Year 6 students with the rest of their choreography. We appreciate 
the time and support given to help make the performance a 
success. 

It was a special evening for students, families and staff, and we are 
incredibly proud of our graduating class. 

A message to our Grade 6 Students… 

Dear Graduating Students,​
Congratulations on reaching this incredible milestone in your primary school ​
journey. Today, we celebrate not only what you have achieved, but also the people ​
you have become resilient, curious, kind and ready for the next chapter. 

As you head into 2026 and begin your secondary school journey, you will step into 
a world full of new opportunities. You will make new friends, learn new subjects, 
discover new strengths and find new passions that you may not even know you have 
yet. Change can feel exciting and a little overwhelming, but remember this: you are 
more ready than you think. 

DO YOUR BEST ⭐ HELP OTHERS SUCCEED ⭐ RESPECT YOUR ENVIRONMENT ⭐  



Wallan Primary School  - NEWSLETTER - 2025 - “Working Together for a Better Future.” 

One of my favourite reminders comes from Ted Lasso: “Be a goldfish.” Goldfish 
have the shortest memory, about ten seconds. When things don’t go the way you 
hoped, when you make a mistake, or when something feels tough, be a goldfish. Let 
it go, reset, and give yourself permission to start again. Every moment is a new 
beginning. Most importantly, believe in yourself. You have shown throughout your 
years at Wallan PS that you are capable, creative and determined. Hold on to that 
belief as you move forward. Believe in your ability to learn, to bounce back, to be 
kind, and to do the right thing, even when no one is watching. Those are the things 
that truly matter. 

We are incredibly proud of each one of you. The door to Wallan Primary School 
will always be open, and you will always be part of our community. Go forward 
with courage, curiosity, and belief in who you are. Congratulations, Class of 2025.  
You’ve got this! 

Kind regards, ​
Tanya Kirkright - Principal   

 
Uniform Reminder 2026 
Please refer to our website for the uniform policy. You can purchase items from PSW in 
Craigeburn. You can order online and have items home delivered, click and collect or shop 
in store. You can also buy items such as the bottle green shorts or tracksuit pants at 
general shops such as Big W, K-mart, Target etc.  
 
Please note that: 

●​ Shorts must be mid-length between the hip and knee. No short bike shorts. 
●​ Only year 6 students can wear black pants/shorts, and these need to be plain black 

with no logos or white stripes.  
 

Thank you and best wishes! 

Rachael Noble- Congratulations to Rach, who has been appointed to a Leading 
Teacher position at St Patrick’s in Kilmore. We thank Rachael for her time at 
Wallan PS in various roles, from classroom teacher, PLC leader to a key part of 
our wellbeing team as a Mental Health in PS role. Rachael has worked to 
connect our community and agencies, as well as set up our wellbeing leaders. 
We wish Rachael all the best in the future.  

Monica Gessert - Thank you for all your support as an ES member at WPS. The impact you 
have had on many students is valued. We wish you all the best at your new school in 2026.  

Sandra Allison: We would like to formally acknowledge Sandra Allison and 
her significant contribution to our school community. Earlier in 2025, 
Sandra commenced long service leave and embraced a range of new 
opportunities, which have since led to her taking up a position at Kilmore 
Primary School this term. As shared earlier, we acknowledge staff who are 
leaving our school toward the end of the year, and this is an opportunity 
to recognise Sandra’s outstanding work and impact. 

DO YOUR BEST ⭐ HELP OTHERS SUCCEED ⭐ RESPECT YOUR ENVIRONMENT ⭐  
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Sandra was a tremendous support to me as I stepped into the role of Principal at Wallan 
Primary School. She brought a deep and comprehensive understanding of the school 
across all areas, with particular strength in wellbeing. Her care and advocacy for students 
and families were exceptional, and her guidance and mentoring helped teachers build their 
capacity and confidence in this area. 

Many programs and practices at our school have been implemented or strengthened 
through Sandra’s leadership. She also played a pivotal role in building strong connections 
with community agencies and external supports, ensuring wraparound care for students 
and families. In particular, her work in developing a strong partnership with Love In Action 
had a meaningful and lasting impact on many within our community. 

We sincerely thank Sandra for her dedication, leadership and service to our school over 
many years. We know she will be a wonderful asset as she continues this next chapter at 
Kilmore Primary School, and we wish her every success in her new role and beyond. 

A new year of learning 
After the festive season, we will prepare for the start of 
the new school year. It’s normal for students to 
experience a mix of excitement and nerves. New 
classrooms, teachers and routines can feel different 
for every child, and families play an important role in 
supporting this transition. 
There are many simple ways you can help your child 
feel confident and prepared, whether they are 
transitioning from kindergarten to primary school, moving between year levels or schools, 
or starting secondary school. A helpful guide for families is linked below, with practical 
suggestions to support children through these changes. 
We look forward to welcoming everyone back and starting another positive year together. 
 
Information and resources for parents and carers to help their children unlock their 
potential for a new year of learning in 2026. 
https://www.vic.gov.au/new-year-learning  
 

2026 IMPORTANT DATES: 

●​ Monday 26th January - NO SCHOOL - Public Holiday 
●​ Tuesday 27th January - Teachers’ Start 
●​ Wednesday 28th January - Years 1-6 start 
●​ Thursday 29th January - Wattle Foundation Students start (Groups - see email) 
●​ Friday 30th January - Eucalyptus Foundation Students start (Groups - see email) 
●​ Monday 2nd February - All students at school 
●​ Wednesdays in February - No School for Foundation Students.  
●​ Friday 13th March - Curriculum Day - No School for Students 

 
 
 
 

 
 

DO YOUR BEST ⭐ HELP OTHERS SUCCEED ⭐ RESPECT YOUR ENVIRONMENT ⭐  

https://www.vic.gov.au/new-year-learning
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COMMUNITY REMINDERS: 

 

Support services 
• The Orange Door: orangedoor.vic.gov.au 
• Safe Steps: 1800 015 188 or safesteps.org.au 
• 1800 RESPECT: 1800 737 732 or 
1800respect.org.au 
----- 
• WIRE (Women’s Information and Referral 
Exchange): 1300 134 130 or wire.org.au 
• No to Violence (for men who use violence): 
1300 766 491 or ntv.org.au 
• inTouch (for migrant and refugee 
communities): 1800 755 988 or intouch.org.au 
• Djirra (for Aboriginal communities): 1800 105 
303 or djirra.org.au 
• Rainbow Door (for LGBTIQA+ people): 1800 
729 367 or rainbowdoor.org.au  
----- 
• What’s OK at Home? (family violence 
resources for 10-17 year olds): woah.org.au 
• Kids Helpline (for 5-25 year olds): 1800 55 
1800 or kidshelpline.com.au 
• headspace (for 12-25 year olds): 1800 650 890 
or headspace.org.au 

 

 

DO YOUR BEST ⭐ HELP OTHERS SUCCEED ⭐ RESPECT YOUR ENVIRONMENT ⭐  

http://headspace.org.au
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NAB AFL Auskick & Superkick is back at Wallan PS in 2026 ! 
📅 Dates: 4 x Thursday afternoon sessions beginning March 5 
📍 Location: Wallan Primary School  
⏰ Time: 3:30 - 4:30 PM 
💰 Cost: $30 per participant (includes a free footy hand out!) if you use the codes below  
💰Auskick -  D7C76B35 
💰Superkick - B7DE46BC 

 AFL Victoria delivered: Entire program organised and facilitated by AFL Victoria 
🏉 Separate program options available: Individual group options for children aged 4-7 & 
8-12 years old (All Girls Group option available) 
  
Register Below : 
 Wallan PS Auskick Centre | Register (Skill-game focus, recommended for ages 4-12yo) 
https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/56b03d 
DISCOUNT CODE - D7C76B35 
Wallan PS Superkick Centre | Register (Match-play focus, recommended ages 7-12yo) 
https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/7a32af 
DISCOUNT CODE - B7DE46BC 

 

DO YOUR BEST ⭐ HELP OTHERS SUCCEED ⭐ RESPECT YOUR ENVIRONMENT ⭐  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2F56b03d&data=05%7C02%7CTianah.Messina%40education.vic.gov.au%7C18892b9aba2b4e5314ef08de36c19fb1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639008402387169292%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3zmgCIKp6ZGgCE0aKQZBeUgpAbSkL3W6kTTTIPU8m8s%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2F56b03d&data=05%7C02%7CTianah.Messina%40education.vic.gov.au%7C18892b9aba2b4e5314ef08de36c19fb1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639008402387194998%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PCOroKL%2FLX9xEKb8gVC4yGSofDhHF%2FLPvs7BQ7RXIyA%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2F7a32af&data=05%7C02%7CTianah.Messina%40education.vic.gov.au%7C18892b9aba2b4e5314ef08de36c19fb1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639008402387215260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=79O6mX7k0kWgBbGi5uVO8KAw4M9n4cLB0vBJ9QENK50%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2F7a32af&data=05%7C02%7CTianah.Messina%40education.vic.gov.au%7C18892b9aba2b4e5314ef08de36c19fb1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639008402387235602%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D9Qjpgi0KuvZnWnU3l0fo81OAWnghAtVwYqIW5j9CNA%3D&reserved=0

	Thank You to Our Community 
	 
	Thank you and best wishes! 

